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POLICY: A potential crime scene is defined as a location where any part of a criminal act

occurred, where evidence relating to a crime may be found, or suspicions that a criminal act may

have occurred.

NOTES:

Assure scene safety before entering

Care for the patient(s) as necessary
to sustain life, disturbing the scene
as little as possible

v

Notify law enforcement if not already
involved

v

Observe, document and report to law enforcement

anything unusual at the scene

v

Protect potential evidence:

a. leave holes in clothing from bullet or stab wounds intact
b. do not touch or move items at the scene unless necessary

in the delivery of care

v

Observe, document and report to law enforcement any

items disturbed by EMS at the scene

v

Observe, document and report to law enforcement any

items disturbed by others at the scene

v

If a death occurs as a result of a crime, turn responsibility for the
body over to law enforcement as soon as the death is declared

v

Do not "clean up" the body after
resuscitation attempts have failed

v

Document patient care provided or
reason for not rendering care

e Cooperate with police for information gathering at scene, such as:
o Disruption of scene by EMS personnel or others
o Names of responding EMS personnel
o Medical care provided to the patient

All documentation is to be noted in objective terms
Patient's or bystanders' statements are to be put in quotes
Avoid documentation not relevant to patient care

The patient care record is a legal document and will be used in court
The patient care record is confidential and protected by state statutes
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